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Mike Lee Testifies Regarding Health Care Nullification Bill
Utah Republican Candidate for U.S. Senate declares “individual mandate” un-constitutional

Salt Lake City, UT, February 2, 2010 — Testifying before the Utah House Health and Human Services 
Committee this morning, U.S. Senate Candidate Mike Lee discussed the importance of passing a bill intro-
duced by Utah Representative Carl Wimmer (R-Herriman) that would require Utah to opt out of federal re-
form when the state determines that opting out is in the best interest of the citizens of the state.

The bill in question is HB67, one of around 30 bills being promoted by other states to accomplish the same 
objective, according to Wimmer. 

During his testimony, Mike Lee stated, “The point is that the federal government, the Congress, has no 
power to pass an individual insurance coverage mandate. And it is not only the right of the State of Utah, I 
believe it's the duty, the obligation, of the State of Utah, to fight against encroachments on the state's proper 
sovereign power preserved by the Constitution whenever that's encroached upon.”

Lee continued: “[HB67] gives to the state legislature the right to decide how far is too far, where that line 
has been crossed, and it gives to the state legislature the power to say ‘we're not going to do this. We will not 
be your lap dogs.’”

The Committee approved the measure on a 5-1 vote, sending it to the full House for a possible vote next 
week.

Last week, Mike Lee was the first U.S. Senate candidate from Utah to sign the “Repeal It!” pledge by the 
Club For Growth, a pledge seeking commitments to repeal any federal health care takeover and replace it 
with market-based reforms, when elected. Lee has a strong record of protecting Constitutional rights, in-
cluding and especially the advocacy of state sovereignty by ensuring that the United States Congress only 
acts within the limited powers it has been delegated by the states.

Mike Lee is running for the seat currently held by three-term incumbent Senator Bob Bennett, whose pro-
posed health care legislation also contains an individual insurance coverage mandate.

About Mike Lee: An attorney from Alpine, Utah, Lee has served as a law clerk to Judge Dee Benson of the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Utah, as a law clerk to Judge Samuel Alito of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit, as an Assistant U.S. Attorney, as General Counsel to Governor Jon Huntsman, and as a 
law clerk to Justice Samuel Alito of the U.S. Supreme Court. He has also held positions in private practice, 
and is currently a partner with the Washington, D.C.-based law firm of Howrey LLP.  
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